CJC/SOC 496 Senior Research Project
The Criminal Justice, Criminology & Sociology curriculum at the University of Mount Olive culminates with the senior capstone course – Senior Research Project.  The purpose of this course is for the student to articulate a working understanding of the core courses in the major from Topical Inquiry to Criminological Theory and from Research Methods to Practical Application.  The major component in this course is the completion of a scholarly paper of approximately twenty-five or more pages in length.  Final projects require execution of the topics/sections enumerated below.  [Note that the paper and research proposal must be defensible as if the project were to be slated for execution subsequent to the course.]

The paper must be a minimum of twenty-five pages in length, double-spaced, using Times New Roman and 12 point font with one inch margins.  It must be written in APA style format, and include a separate title page, abstract, table of contents, and reference section (not included in the 25-page minimum) with a minimum of twenty-five citations from reliable academic texts and scholarly peer-reviewed journals.  Additional citations from other sources such as reliable internet sites, newspapers and magazines, personal communications, etc. may also be included where appropriate, but at least fifteen articles must be from peer-reviewed academic journals.  The student will also be required to prepare and present a slide presentation on his/her project on line for review and discussion by the class at the conclusion of the course.  Requirements and details pertaining to the various sections follow.

Title

Your project should have a title that is appropriate to the study.  It is helpful to designate a title upon commencing the project, yet it is natural that the title will change as the student delves further into the study.  The final title should be crafted upon completion of the paper and provide the reader/audience with a clear and concise idea as to the nature and direction of the project.  Perhaps the best way to achieve the desired result is to provide a Short Title: Followed by a more descriptive phrase.  

Abstract

The abstract should serve as a road map to the student paper/proposal.  It should be approximately one-half to two-thirds of a page in length and inform the reader of the components that the paper entails.  A typical paper abstract will begin by introducing the topic, the research problem addressed, the importance of the study, reference to the literature review in short form, the methods and theoretical framework employed in the articles generally, articulation of the major points of discussion, and brief statements as to the author’s prospective conclusion and recommendations.  The abstract is the only part of the paper that is single-spaced.     

Research Problem

In this section, the student is required to articulate, in clear and unambiguous fashion, the criminal justice/criminological or sociological issue under exploration, as well as its importance in light of the extant literature and social phenomena that s/he seeks to address in the paper.  It is not a mere restatement of the title or the abstract.  Whereas the abstract is a relatively broad overview of the paper, the research problem is a specific statement detailing the purpose of the project and why it is a relevant and important course of exploration as well as how it will add to the existing literature and research on the topic.  It should be approximately one-half page in length. 

Literature Review

An extensive review of the literature on the topic must be provided in this section.  One of the biggest mistakes that students make in writing literature reviews is the failure to present the articles in a logical and cohesive fashion.  Do not merely write on each article and move on to the next.  It is necessary to integrate the articles in a cohesive and flowing fashion leading directly to the research problem statement.  

It should be noted that not all of the literature on a topic will necessarily be couched in the particular terms that the student uses in his/her title and research problem statement.  In other words, it may be necessary to look at associated topics/issues in different disciplines that address the issues relevant to the study.  The student should also be mindful of the necessity to place the project in context of the social structure or appropriate system.  To elaborate, issues do not exist in a vacuum as there exist environmental factors that both produce and affect the sociological/criminological problems present in society.  
In reviewing articles and other publications for this section, it is prudent to provide concise statements about the aim of the article and the relevant findings/conclusions as presented in the paper by the author(s).  Then, provide an explanation of the author's conclusions in the student's own words and include a statement as to how the article is relevant to the student's present project.  Students must describe the theoretical perspective and methods utilized in each study prior to presenting the conclusions in the literature review.  (Note that this was a major requirement in your Data Analysis (405) course.)  Students must also note any theoretical flaws and/or methodological considerations observed as not all articles are equal merit (e.g., theory may be misinterpreted; six interviews does not equal 400 surveys).  See further explication of these two aspects below.  

Theoretical Framework:  In this section, it is incumbent upon the student to 
analyze the usefulness of the perspectives proffered and present the theoretical 
perspective(s) most useful to address the topic of study.  What theoretical 
perspective and/or specific theories help to explain the phenomenon under 
exploration in the student project?  In other words, do not merely submit findings, 
but rather provide the theoretical perspective of the author(s) to set the findings in 
context.  Attempting to conduct research without theoretical application is a fatal 
flaw as the purpose of research is to bridge the gap between theory and practice. 

Methodological Analysis:  As stated in the previous section, it is necessary to 
provide methodological analysis within the substantive content of the literature 
review.  This requires that the student expand the discussion on methodological 
limitations by providing more detail and an overall analysis of the research on the 
topic to date from a methodological perspective.  Simply put, do not merely say 
Study X found Y; but rather, Study X used quantitative analysis in the form of a 
self-administered survey to a sample of 400, exploring A, B, and C variables. 
In short, this section should guide the reader/audience through the extant literature, thus leading with the sociological and/or systems context of the topic through reference to studies relevant to same and, finally, leading into the discussion portion of the paper which concludes with the research problem statement.  Thus, the literature review brings the reader right to the reason the student's project is necessary to gain a more complete understanding of the phenomena under investigation.  The literature section should be approximately ten pages in length with all articles presented in social and/or systems context, addressed theoretically and methodologically, with findings relevant to the topic explained in academic terms and in the student's own words (layman's explanation).

Discussion and Conclusions

The discussion section of your paper consists of revisiting the relevant extant research literature and addressing both the positive and negative aspects of the works studied as they apply to your topic through critical analysis.  It is not necessary to address each cited work, but rather the works as a whole and how they facilitate or deviate from the ability to successfully address and explain the issue under examination.  
Conclusion
The conclusion is to be your personal, educated analysis and argument of what you think the research will reveal on the particular issues and variables you propose to explore.  Make sure you cite the literature that supports your "analysis". This section should be approximately two pages in length.   

Policy Implications
In this final section, the student must suggest implications for policy that would result from the current research project.  It goes without saying that research should not only attempt to explain the phenomenon under investigation but also serve to inform policy on the matter to be considered for implementation.  Simply, how would your "findings" help to solve the problem you addressed in your research?  Be very clear and specific as if you were presenting these policy recommendations to a committee for adoption.  
Future Research
The student must also recommend future research on the topic to be considered.  It is rare, to say the least, that all of the questions are answered in the extant literature, never mind one study of this nature.  Thus, upon completion, your project will also fall short of covering everything possible on the matter and there is a need to point out further work you would do if you were to follow up on the research with a subsequent project.  Make suggestions regarding research issues that will facilitate the gaining of a greater understanding of the issues under study.  This section should be approximately one page in length.

Reference Citations

All referenced works and cited material must be placed in APA format.  Recall that there is a minimum of 25 referenced works required.  At least 15 of the cited works must be from peer-reviewed academic journal articles.  This section must be placed on its own page(s) at the end of the project.
Presentation

The student is required to provide a demonstrative presentation on his/her project during the last week of class.  There will be a discussion thread designated for students to post their power point presentations with annotations.  This will allow students to review one another's projects, comment on same to assist the colleague, and learn from the discussion as mistakes and positive elements will be revealed in this forum.  Each student must post a draft for review by midnight on the last Friday and each student will have to substantively comment on at least two of their colleagues' projects.  Students may not comment until they have posted their own projects for review and discussion.  Failure to engage in this process will result in a 5 point deduction on the final presentation submitted for grading.  A separate post of the final presentation must be posted by midnight on the last Sunday for grading.  Students are required to utilize power point slides and may introduce any other demonstrative material they deem appropriate.  The purpose of this assignment is to have the student show evidence of the ability to effectively communicate the form and substance of his/her project to an audience of colleagues and to defend the proposed study and its significance.  The number of slides should be limited to approximately 15. 

